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follow, allowing the benefits of ade-
quate nutrition to compound over
time.

As we in Congress begin to consider
the reauthorization of the new farm
bill, we have been reviewing many pro-
grams targeting hunger and
malnourishment. These programs allow
our State governments and nonprofits
to promote nutrition and assist in pro-
viding food for women and children,
both here at home and around the
globe. I am especially proud of the
McGovern-Dole International Food for
Education program, but what we, of
course, call in Kansas the Dole-McGov-
ern International Food for Education
program.

This program has provided over 44
million people in low-income, food-de-
ficient countries across the world with
a meal during the school time to help
those kids do better in school. This is
made possible by donations from the
U.S. agricultural products and the
kindness of Americans.

Food for Peace is another lifesaving
food assistance program that, for more
than 60 years, has helped tens of mil-
lions of people get enough to eat
through emergency development and
nutritional support programs.

Not only do these programs provide
the food necessary to help these coun-
tries provide good nutrition for women
and children, they benefit U.S. na-
tional security and foster goodwill.

Lending a helping hand to those
around the globe is a classic American
value, but assisting those here at home
is an absolute priority. This is being
achieved through the special Supple-
mental Nutrition Program for Women,
Infants, and Children, the WIC program
as most of us have called it. I have got
such great, firsthand experience in see-
ing how important this WIC program is
to pregnant women and breastfeeding
women. It is not only the vitamins
that we give them, but it is the extra
education that we give them to help
raise their children in a healthy envi-
ronment.

So we need to provide Federal grants
to these States through the WIC pro-
gram that are used to provide food sup-
plements and nutritional education to
low-income mothers and babies. Nutri-
tion is so critical for these first 1,000
days, it goes far beyond anything that
I can say or any statistics I can quote.
As we continue to strive for improved
national global health, the importance
of these first 1,000 days should not be
underemphasized.

The United States has an oppor-
tunity to make a global statement in
advancing this initiative. No matter
where you are in the world, you can be
assured that community health, eco-
nomic growth, and quality of life be-
gins with good nutrition.

————
MOMENTUM IS BUILDING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes.
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Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise because I love my country.
Mr. Speaker, because I love my coun-
try, I rise to thank those who voted to
reject bigotry, racism, xenophobia, eth-
nocentrism, sexism, and hatred in all
of its forms, Mr. Speaker. I rise to
thank them for what they did when
they voted to reject these things.

Mr. Speaker, because I love my coun-
try and because I cannot accept these
things, I refuse to accept hatred. I
refuse to acquiesce to any forms of big-
otry. Mr. Speaker, because I rise to re-
ject these things, I now announce that
before Christmas there will be a vote
on the chief inciter of racism, bigotry,
hatred, xenophobia, sexism, ethno-
centrism; there will be a vote in the
U.S. House of Representatives, Mr.
Speaker, on the impeachment of the
President.

Mr. Speaker, this vote will take place
before Christmas because there still is
a need for the public to weigh in. I an-
nounced earlier this year, I called for
the impeachment of the President
right here on the floor of the House.
Since that time, I have read Articles of
Impeachment. These Articles of Im-
peachment have been circulated, and
we are giving people an opportunity to
respond.

Momentum is building, Mr. Speaker.
The momentum is building. More peo-
ple favor impeachment than not. Mo-
mentum is building. People should
weigh in. They should let others know
how they feel about impeachment.
They should let others know how they
feel about the chief inciter of all of
these ugly actions by way of persons
responding to the chief inciter.

Mr. Speaker, today, I am proud to
say this vote will take place, but I am
also proud to say something else. I am
proud to say that I am an American,
and while I have been told that there
are political consequences for what I
will do, I accept the consequences. I ac-
cept the consequences because I was
not born in Congress. I wasn’t born to
be a Congressman. I am a child of God.

Mr. Speaker, I refuse to come to Con-
gress and acquiesce to bigotry and ha-
tred. I am proud to announce that this
vote will take place and people will be
able to vote to table the Articles of Im-
peachment. They will be able to vote to
reject them, or support them, or they
will be able to vote to send them to a
committee.

Whatever others will do is their
choice. My conscience dictates that I
will vote to impeach. Let others do
what they may. History will judge us
all. I pray, Mr. Speaker, that this coun-
try will continue to reject what the in-
citer in chief, Donald J. Trump, has
been causing this country to have to
endure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.
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REFORMING OUR TAX CODE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. BuDD) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, reforming
our Tax Code isn’t an easy thing to do.
If it was, we would have done it at
some point in the last 30 years. But
here is the reality: because of high-
powered lobbyists and special interests
within a 5-mile radius of this body, we
have failed, time and time again, to do
what is right for the hardworking
American taxpayer.

But in the coming weeks, however,
we have a rare opportunity to finally
deliver a tax bill that puts working
families first by passing the Tax Cuts
and Jobs Act into law.

First, let me address the fact that
there are certain provisions within this
bill that some of my colleagues and I
might differ on. That will always be
the case. But instead of bickering, I
urge my colleagues not to look at
things in a vacuum and, instead, evalu-
ate it by asking ourselves three impor-
tant questions.

The first question we should ask is:
Does this bill cut taxes for the vast
majority of hardworking American
families? The answer to this question
is yes. Studies already show that if this
bill passes, a typical family of four
making around $60,000 will see nearly a
$2,000 tax cut.

Let’s think for a second what this
money could be used for. Instead of giv-
ing it to the Federal Government, fam-
ilies could spend it on their children,
they could put it in savings, or they
could even pay off their debts. Presi-
dent Trump promised working families
around the country a tax cut. And if
this was put on his desk tomorrow,
that promise would be delivered.

This leads us to the second question
we should ask ourselves: Would this
bill bring back jobs from overseas? The
answer to this question, like the first
one, is also yes. By cutting the cor-
porate tax rate to below the global av-
erage and making other necessary re-
forms on the business side, this bill
would make us competitive with our
foreign competitors and encourage
business to be done here instead of
abroad.

Job creators, both large and small,
have been coming out in support of this
bill. Companies as big as UPS and
AT&T, to small businesses right in
North Carolina, have said that reform-
ing our Tax Code will make it easier
for them to create more good-paying
jobs, and we should listen to them.

This takes us to my last question
that we should all ask: Would this bill
simplify the tax filing process for
working families next year and in
years to come? The answer to this, as
well, is yes.

Mr. Speaker, one of the most striking
statistics that I have seen with my
constituents and people all around the
country is that they spend more than
10 hours a year doing their taxes. Be-
cause of the many different forms they
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have to fill out, recordkeeping, and tax
planning that they have to do, Ameri-
cans are rightfully demanding a much
simpler process. By doubling the stand-
ard deduction, collapsing the rates, and
closing special interest 1loopholes,
Americans will experience a much sim-
pler process when filling out their
taxes.

I know how stressful this process can
be for many back home, and I am a
firm believer that the last thing you
should do is worry about navigating
our broken Tax Code.

Mr. Speaker, I posed three questions,
and the answer to all three was yes. So
instead of bickering about preserving a
deduction here, or a tax credit there, I
urge my colleagues to unite behind a
tax reform bill that would cut taxes for
working families, bring jobs back
home, and make the filing process sim-
pler for millions of people.

———
PUT TAXES TO GOOD USE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) for 5
minutes.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, no one
likes to pay taxes, but when our
Founders dreamt of a nation, they
knew that our success would rest on
every shoulder. So it is not to make us
just citizens of this great country, but
stakeholders where everyone chips in,
where everyone contributes, where ev-
eryone has skin in the game.

It is the only way that a gutsy Amer-
ican experiment could work: if each of
us is so committed to what this coun-
try stands for that we are willing to
give a piece of what we earn to help it
succeed. Of course, that willingness
hinges on a system that would deliver
for all of our people.

We pay into a common good because
we also reap from a common invest-
ment. We send our kids to public
schools. We sleep safe at night under
the protection of American defense. We
wear down roads and bridges with com-
mutes, with after-school pickups, with
delivery runs, and family trips. So we
do our part, however begrudgingly,
however it might strap us or sting us,
and all that we ask for in return is that
what we give gets put to good use.

The tax reform bill being offered by
my Republican colleagues does not put
that money to good use—mnot the

money it takes from hardworking
American families.
O 1045

It does not ask families that are liv-
ing paycheck to paycheck to fork over
money that—make no mistake—they
do not have so they can invest in af-
fordable housing, so that we can help
exhausted parents pay for quality
childcare, and so that we can stop mid-
dle class kids from being priced out of
higher education and ensure that fami-
lies that are hit by catastrophic med-
ical events don’t lose their livelihood—
not this bill.
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Instead, this bill asks Americans to
scrape their bank accounts so that the
Trump administration can turn around
and use that money to give to the
wealthiest among us and make them
even wealthier; so that they can make
tax cuts for corporations permanent
but abandon American workers after a
few years; so that they can multiply
dividends enjoyed by the 10 percent of
Americans who own the vast majority
of our Nation’s stocks while everyone
else gets left behind; so that they can
blow a hole in our Federal deficit that
again—make no mistake—working and
middle class families will be forced to
fill with their bare hands for genera-
tions to come, for we all know that the
moment that this bill passes, you are
going to hear those calls for cuts to
Medicaid, Medicare, and Social Secu-
rity come roaring back from my Re-
publican colleagues.

So for these families, the money that
they send to the American Government
every year isn’t just some meaningless
check. It represents the late nights;
the double shifts; the school plays and
the teacher conferences missed; the
bedtimes when you didn’t make it
home; the vacations you could not
take; those endless, countless, thank-
less sacrifices that you make every sin-
gle day so that you can take care of
the people whom you love.

You deserve a country that will
make your contribution count and that
will make that investment in your
family, too. This bill doesn’t even come
close.

———

CELEBRATING REVEREND BILLY
GRAHAM’S 99TH BIRTHDAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. MCHENRY) for 5
minutes.

Mr. McHENRY. Mr. Speaker, this
morning I rise to celebrate a truly
great American and one of the finest
men North Carolina has ever produced,
the Reverend Billy Graham, who, yes-
terday, celebrated his 99th birthday.

Born November 7, 1918, in Charlotte,
North Carolina, Reverend Graham has
devoted his life to spreading the Gospel
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

While Reverend Graham was or-
dained as a minister in 1939, it was not
until 1949 that he gained the inter-
national recognition he is known for
today. It was that year that he hosted
the Los Angeles Crusade. The Crusade
was originally scheduled to last only 3
weeks, but it ended up going on for
over 2 months as huge crowds came to
hear Reverend Graham spread the Gos-
pel.

In the years since the Los Angeles
Crusade, Reverend Graham has trav-
eled across the TUnited States and
around the world to spread the Gospel.
According to the Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, in his life, Rev-
erend Graham has preached to nearly
215 million people in over 185 countries
and territories around the world.

November 8, 2017

Reverend Graham has served as a
spiritual adviser to political and faith
leaders here in the United States and
throughout the world. In the 1950s and
1960s, he joined Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., for integrated crusades. In
later years, he delivered invocations at
the inaugurations of four American
Presidents. In 1983, President Ronald
Reagan awarded Reverend Graham the
Presidential Medal of Freedom, which
is our Nation’s highest civilian honor.

Reverend Graham now resides where
he has resided most of his life, in
Montreat, North Carolina, where I have
the honor of serving as his Representa-
tive here in Congress. While, phys-
ically, he has slowed in recent years,
the power of his work over eight dec-
ades is still felt by us all. Through the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Associa-
tion, his life’s mission continues
around the world. In fact, his family’s
mission has continued around the
world.

Perhaps the greatest testament to
Reverend Graham’s dedication to the
Gospel is how he has chosen to spend
his centennial year. Rather than cele-
brate his work, Reverend Graham is de-
voting this year to celebrating the
work God has done through him.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of everyone in
western North Carolina, all Americans,
and so many people around the world,
I would like to wish Reverend Graham
a happy first day to his 100th year.

I thank Reverend Graham for serving
as a role model and spiritual guide for
generations of Americans. I thank Rev-
erend Graham for all he has done to
help those in times of need, and, most
importantly, I thank him personally
for what he has done for me.

———

HONORING CATHEDRAL CITY PO-
LICE CHIEF GEORGE S. CRUM,
JR.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. RU1z) for 5 minutes.

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor the outstanding service and re-
tirement of one of California’s finest,
Cathedral City Police Chief George S.
Crum, Jr. Chief Crum is an exceptional
leader in the community, dedicating
his life to public service for over three
decades.

He started his career 30 years ago as
a police officer with the Fullerton Po-
lice Department. His commitment to
keeping our citizens safe earned him
many promotions over the years, from
sergeant, to lieutenant, and, eventu-
ally, captain of the Fullerton Police
Department. He was appointed as po-
lice chief of the Cathedral City Police
Department on December 10, 2014, and
recently retired on November 2, 2017.

Throughout his career, his dedication
to community engagement has helped
to ensure justice and build a strong
community. He is a member of numer-
ous organizations that promote safety
throughout California, including the
Riverside County Law Enforcement
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